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Planning and building
There has been lots of action in Victoria’s bushfire regulation 
area recently. 

Building Amendment (Bushfire Construction) Regulations 
2011 have been released, replacing the interim regulations put 
in place following Black Saturday. The regulations provide 
for the Minister of Planning to designate Bushfire Prone Areas 
(BPAs); the Bushfire Attack Level (BAL) construction level is 
determined by the planning permit or the planning scheme; 
the construction level in areas designated as bushfire prone 
must be to a minimum of BAL 12.5.
The Building Commission is holding seminars about the new 
regulations. See their website for more information
www.buildingcommission.com.au

The new Bushfire Prone Area maps were released, with 
almost 85% of Victoria designated as bushfire prone. The 
maps can be downloaded from www.dpcd.vic.gov.au

The joint working group tasked to consider the site 
assessment process for bushfire prone areas has agreed to the 
use of the site assessment methodology of AS-3959 for all 
planning and building permit applications. This change will 
be implemented at a date to be determined (likely to be before 
the end of the year).

As part of this working group, the Building Commission 
report that CFA have agreed to deemed-to-satisfy provisions 
for Flame Zone (FZ) construction where requirements for 
defendable space cannot be met. Previously the CFA would 
not consider BAL-FZ as an alternative solution.

There is still no news on 
the release date or 
implementation plan for 
the Bushfire Management 
Overlay. 

Class action
The first class action 
following the Black 
Saturday bushfires has 
resulted in Powercor 
agreeing to pay $40 million to victims of the fire in Horsham. 
This equates to 66% of the total cost of the bushfire damages. 
This is the first class action to be heard of a number initiated 
following the fires.

La Nina
2011-12 has officially been declared another La Nina year by 
the Bureau of Meteorology. This has led to concern about 
increased fuel loads due to increased plant growth, 
particularly in grassland areas. There is also concern about the 
possibility of another season of floods.

Community checklist
La Trobe University researchers Jim McClennan and Glenn 
Elliot have developed a booklet Checklist Items for 
Researchers: Preparations for Bushfires. The booklet can be 
downloaded at www.bushfirecrc.com 

CFS App
The South Australian CFS have launched a new smartphone 
application to provide alerts about incidents, information on 
bushfire warnings and weather and general information about 
bushfires.

Awards awards awards
Professor Jim McClennan has been recognised with the 
Bushfire CRC presenting him with a Special Recognition 
award for his high quality research.

Karen Kissane won the Colin Roderick Award for Australian 
book of the year for Worst of Days about the Black Saturday 
bushfires.

Mike Taylor, a fire fighter from Mandurang won Bendigo’s 
Innovator of the year for his ‘fair air’ facemask. His reusable 
mask is made from alpaca wool, 

Racing
A bushfire caught a number of runners in 
the Kimberley Ultramarathon. 
Unfortunately runners were not warned of 
the fire, resulting in four contestants 
suffering very serious burns when they 
were trapped in a gorge by the fire.

This year’s Solar Challenge, solar car race 
from Darwin to Adelaide, was halted for a 
day due to bushfires in the NT. The race 
was won by team Ashiya from Japan.

Floating fire station
Possibly Australia’s first ever floating fire station was opened 
in Woronora, NSW in October.
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A visit to CSIROs Pyrotron during the Bushfire CRC 
RAF in Canberra - AWESOME!!!
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